
 

 

Knights of Columbus Council at St. Margaret Mary 

 

Why parish based versus regional? 

 Nationally, the order is driving parish based councils 

 National and personal experience is that more men will express interest in joining the 

KofC if there’s a council in their home parish. 

o We’ve had many Knights who aren’t very active in their present council say 

they’d love to have a St. Margaret Mary Council and would look forward being 

more active 

o We have 12 men who aren’t Knights sign up to join if there’s a council here.  One 

has already been initiated. 

 A pertinent analogy might be the This Man Is You program.  St. 

Bernadette offered this program, and Jerid Miller got a group of ten or so 

guys to join him in going over there.  If they had just publicized that they 

were going and invited the men of the parish to join them I don't think 

they would have gotten a very strong response.  But Jerid brought the 

program to St. Margaret Mary and initially had over a hundred men start 

coming to church every Sunday night.  I don't think that our initial draw 

will be that strong, but I'm confident we can get the ball rolling and 

maintain a self-sustaining council. 

 More members equals more men and their families who the Knights can help, and more 

men who can serve the parish and community 

 

 “Charism” of the New Council: 

Our council would: 

 Be a source of volunteers for parish activities, but not as our main function 

o As a parish with strong school and athletics programs, I see an existing strong 

base of volunteers now (and hope that many of our new members would come 

from that same pool of volunteers)  

o Our main function is the development of Catholic men and their families based 

on our four pillars of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. 

 Be an extension of the Men's Ministry, or a funnel for more men to be active in it, but 

not to compete with it.   

o The KofC has a lot of materials/programs similar to TMIY or the Fr. Barron 

series 

o Because of its fraternal aspect, the KofC may attract men of the parish who 

wouldn’t take that first step of joining the Men’s Ministry program or going to a 

CHRP retreat 

 Sponsor Family Activities 

o Corporate communions  

o Potlucks 

o Making Rosaries  

 Involve our youth 

o We ought to have enough young men, especially sons of Knights here to get a 

Squires council started after we’ve settled in 

o It should be additive to, but not in competition with our strong scouting program 

 Analogous to the American Heritage Girls and the Girl Scouts 

  



 

 Have a positive visibility in the parish.  Potential ideas:  

o Participate in the KofC national free throw competition 

o Pancake breakfasts alternating with doughnuts.   

o My council in Houston, where we didn't have Fish Frys for lent, we made soup 

and served it before the stations.  We could re-institute the First Fridays of old 

going on in some form on at least some frequency, and could say the rosary in 

conjunction with it, too. 

o Vocations Support 

 Sponsor Council outreach activities.   

o My first council in Houston used to help get vets to mass at the VA hospital.  I'm 

sure there a lot of other ideas Parish staff could suggest.   

 We heard about the work of the St. Joseph of Arimethea Society and the 

Archdiocesan Men’s Workshop, and they could use someone to make 

gravestones. 
 

A New Council Must Be Self-Sustaining: 

 Recruit from within the parish 

 We won’t actively recruit transfers from other councils 

o But when members of other councils hear about it they may want to transfer, and 

they’ll be welcome 

o The two main affected councils are Bishop Spalding and Bishop Flaget, and both 

of their Grand Knights have been contacted and see a new council at St. MM as 

good for the Order. 

o I’ve been in three councils, and served as a Grand Knight in my first council.  

Mike Saylor is the Deputy Grand Knight at Bishop Flaget Council.  We’re willing 

to put the time and effort in to get a St. Margaret Mary council started and to take 

an initial leadership role if it’s the wish of the council.   


